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National conference in Lilongwe 12 November 2008:

Development and welfare in Malawi 
– the case of alcohol problems

The conference aims at

· introducing the issue of alcohol as an obstacle to development and welfare to more organizations and resource persons in Malawi

· giving training on specific aspects of this issue

· providing an opportunity for sharing experiences among Malawian NGOs and FORUT partner organizations

Venue:

Crossroads Hotel, Crossroads Complex in Lilongwe

Organizers
The conference is hosted by FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity, a Norwegian development NGO, and the Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security

Framework program for the day
08.30
Arrival, registration and morning coffee/tea

09.00
Opening session with
welcome addresses
Principle Secretary M.M. Mononga, Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security and Chairperson of the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Drug Control

Morten Lønstad, Secretary General of FORUT Norway

09.20
Keynote addresses:

Alcohol problems as an obstacle to development; challenges for Africa

WHO Regional Office for Africa (not confirmed yet)
Effective and evidence based interventions to reduce alcohol-related harm

Professor Thomas Babor, University of Connecticut School of Medicine (video)
Handling vested interests that promote alcohol consumption; the case of Kenya

Jennifer N. Kimani, President’s Office of the Republic of Kenya


10.30
Group photo and coffee break

11.00
Parallel thematic sessions (participants to select one of the sessions)

1. New evidence: Alcohol as risk factor for HIV/AIDS


2. International experiences: Prevention of substance abuse among children at risk


3. Alcohol policy: Best practices and how to use them in Malawi  


4. How to deal with alcohol as a risk factor for gender-based violence

12.30
Lunch

13.30
Parallel sessions continued

16.30
Closing session in plenary

17.00
End of conference

Target groups:
· National leadership and staff of Malawian civil society organizations, both organizations with an established contact to FORUT and new organizations;

· Resource persons in government agencies and institutions

· Professionals, researchers and politicians who are involved in alcohol and drug issues and related areas
· FORUT partner organizations from Asia, Africa and Europe

Moderators in the plenary:
Trevor Chande, Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security (tbc)
Registration of participants:

Registrations for the conference are handled by the NGO Gender Coordination Network:

Network Coordinator Eunice Chamgomo,

E-mail: info@ngogcn.org and telephone 08 376 974
Please give your full name, name of your organizations or institution, your e-mail address and which of the four parallel thematic sessions you would like to attend (see program above).

Deadline for registrations is the 7th of November.

Thematic session 1: 
New evidence: Alcohol as risk factor for HIV/AIDS
The purpose of this session is:
· To present new research on how alcohol contributes to the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

· To discuss how this knowledge can best be used in Malawi

Co-hosts 

Dr. Mary Shawa, Principal Secretary, Department of Nutrition, HIV and Aids
National AIDS Commission

FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity

Program
11.00
The HIV/AIDS situation in Malawi

Brief status report by xxx, National AIDS Commission in Malawi (not confirmed yet)
11.20
How does alcohol and drinking influence the development of the HIV/AIDS epidemic; the international knowledge base


Dr. Neo Morojele, Medical Research Council of South Africa

12.00
How can integration of the alcohol perspective strengthen existing HIV/AIDS strategies?

Project Coordinator Dag Endal, FORUT Norway

12.15
Questions and comments to the presentations

12.30
Lunch

13.30
Application of the new knowledge on alcohol and HIV/AIDS to a Malawian reality

Dr. Mary Shawa, Principal Secretary, Department of Nutrition, HIV and Aids

National AIDS Commission

14.15
Discussion

15.15
Masculinity, Alcohol and HIV/AIDS; a new approach to HIV/AIDS prevention


Norwegian Church Aid in Malawi

15.45
Round-up discussion
16.30
Closing session in plenary/for all parallel sessions

Moderators
Dr. F. Zawaira WHO Representative in Malawi 

Bridget Chibwana, Director of Policy and Programmes, National AIDS Commission
Thematic session 2:

International experiences: 
Prevention of substance abuse among children at risk

The purpose of this session is:

· To present best practices from working with vulnerable children in Asia and Malawi

· To exchange experiences among organizations working with children at risk in Malawi, Nepal, India and Sri Lanka

Co-hosts 

The Ministry of Gender and Child Development (not confirmed yet)
FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity
Program

11.00
Children at risk; a Malawian perspective
Brief status report by The Ministry of Gender and Child Development (not confirmed yet)
11.20
Best practices from working with children at risk and prevention of substance abuse among such groups (30 minutes each)
Chisomo Children’s Clubs, Malawi (not confirmed yet)
Sumnema Taludhar, xx of  Child Workers in Nepal (CWIN)

12.30
Lunch

13.30
Continued: Best practices from working with children at risk and prevention of substance abuse among such groups 
Kavita Ratna, Director of Concerned for Working Children (CWC), Bangalore in India

Pendyala Lakshapathi, Executive Director of the Association for Promotion of Social Change (APSA), Bangalore in India

14.30
Comments to the four presentations by

UNICEF, Malawi office (not confirmed yet)
Maxwell Matewere, Executive Director, Eye of the Child, Malawi

Jeremy Sandbrook, Director SOS Children’s Villages

Save the Children Foundation (not confirmed yet)
15.30
Discussion

16.30
Closing session in plenary/for all parallel sessions

Moderator

Jeremy Sandbrook, SOS Children’s Villages Malawi
Thematic session 3: 

Alcohol policy: Best practices and how to use them in Malawi  

The purpose of this session is:
· To introduce the existing knowledge base on effective alcohol policies, as represented in the WHO study “Alcohol – No Ordinary Commodity (Thomas Babor et al)

· To discuss how this knowledge can best be applied to the Malawian situation
Co-hosts
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development (not confirmed yet)
Inter-Ministerial Committee on Drug Control (IMCDC)
FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity
Program

11.00
Best practices in prevention of alcohol problems; the international knowledge base

ADD Programme Manager Øystein Bakke, FORUT Norway

11.45
Existing alcohol control legislation in Malawi


Lawyer who has produced a summary of existing legislation

12.30
Lunch

13.30
The need for a broad alcohol policy consultation process in Malawi; report from a process initiated by civil society


Nelson Zakeyu, Executive Director of Drug Fight Malawi

13.55
The role of the alcohol beverage industry in policy formulation; the case of Uganda

Rogers Kasirye, Uganda Youth Development Link
14.15
Discussion:

How to adapt the international knowledge base on control policies to Malawian realities 
15.00
Enhancing alcohol prevention strategies by addressing determinants that promote drinking and irresponsible behaviour

Pubudu A. Sumanasekara, Director of the Alcohol and Drug Information Centre (ADIC) in Colombo, Sri Lanka
15.45
Discussion on effective prevention strategies


16.30
Closing session in plenary/for all parallel sessions

Moderators
Martha Kwataine, Malawi Health Equity Network (MHEN) 
Ståle Stavrum, International Project Director of FORUT Norway

Thematic session 4: 

How to deal with alcohol as a risk factor for gender-based violence
The purpose of this session is:

· To discuss how the knowledge on alcohol as a risk factor for gender-based violence can be integrated into existing strategies to reduce such violence in Malawi

· To follow up the process that was started at a workshop in Lilongwe, organized by the NGO Gender Coordination Network on the 17 April 2008

Co-hosts 

NGO Gender Coordination Network

FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity
Program

11.00
Substance abuse and gender-based violence in Malawi; results from new research
Alister Munthali, Centre for Social Research at the University of Malawi in Zomba (not confirmed yet) 
11.30
Conclusions from a workshop in April 2008

Emma Kaliya, President of the NGO Gender Coordination Network

12.00
Comments and discussion
13.30
Prevention of gender-based violence; perspectives and experiences from Sri Lanka

Shakya Nanayakkara, Program Director, FORUT Sri Lanka
14.15
Discussion:


Malawian and Sri Lankan experiences combined?
15.15
Group discussions

How can knowledge on alcohol as a contributing factor be integrated into existing work against GBV in Malawi?

16.00
Plenary presentation and discussion on the conclusions from the group discussions


16.30
Closing session in plenary/for all parallel sessions

Moderators:

Rodgers Newa, NGO Gender Coordination Network
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